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Documents Go Missing
Department loses or destroys documents regarding complaints against its Special Investigations Unit
In July 2004 the then CEO of the Department of Families and Communities, Kate Lennon, signed a memo that raised the issue of complaints against that Department’s Special Investigations Unit.

The Special Investigations Unit were investigating Mr Tom Easling for alleged sexual abuse offences. Tom Easling was arrested on the 31st July 2004. Following a jury trial he was totally acquitted of all charges.
I put in a Freedom of Information application for ‘all documents relating to allegations against the Special Investigations Unit by the industry sector, as referred to in the memo to CEO Kate Lennon on the 27th July 2004.’
On Friday, 13th November 2009 I received a response from the Department saying that ‘a thorough search has been conducted in relation to your request. As no records within the parameters of your request could be discovered, access must be refused’.

This is a matter of grave concern. The then Chief Executive claims,
‘It has been identified within the DFC that there is an urgent and pressing necessity to undertake an independent review of the Special Investigations Unit in light of allegations made against this Unit by the industry sector.’

Yet, despite this, the Department claim to have no records at all about complaints from the industry sector- not one!

So, the question is, have the documents been lost or destroyed?

The Government cannot seriously believe that complaints against the Special Investigations Unit were so serious that they had to set up an independent review yet none of the complaints were put in writing! 
I don’t believe it!

The Minister needs to explain- were the documents lost or destroyed?
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