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Were Investigators Authorised?
How did Investigators get access to private records if they didn’t ask?
The Minister for Families and Communities Jennifer Rankine needs to confirm whether her Department Special Investigations Unit investigators that sought information from the Civil Aviation Authority regarding Tom Easling were properly authorised to do so.
“On the 22nd September 2009 I placed a Freedom of Information Request seeking;

‘all documents relating to the authorisation of, and correspondence used by, the SIU in 2004 to access Commonwealth Government aviation records relating to Thomas Frank Easling for the period 1976-2004 inclusive, as held by the Civil Aviation Authority.’

“I received a response dated the 11th November 2009 which stated:

‘The only reference to the document(s) sought is a record within a Department running sheet. Two entries dated 19th May 2004 in the said running sheet have been release in full, the irrelevant material in the document having been expunged.
No record can be found of the facsimile message referred to in the released record. It is thought the facsimile may not have been sent on the basis that the then Manager thought the inquiry was not relevant.’

“The response shows that there is no record of the written authorisation required by the Special Investigations Unit investigators to access Mr Easling’s private records from the Civil Aviation Safety Authority”, said Member for Davenport, Iain Evans.

The running sheet notes released indicate that the Civil Aviation Authority requested a fax of authorisation, ‘Rick asked for fax re authority to search’.
“The FOI response suggests that the fax may not have been sent however Mr Easling’s private, personal records were released by the Civil Aviation Authority to the Special Investigations Unit”, Mr Evans said.
So, if there is no record of written authorisation in the Department and the Department thinks a fax was never sent, on what legal basis did the Special Investigations Unit obtain Mr Easling’s private personal records?

“How did investigators get access to private records if they did not ask?”

“Were the SIU investigators authorised to obtain the records?”
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