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Why is the Government Stone Walling?
Justice Delayed. Justice Denied. 
What is the Latest Excuse?
Today marks the one year anniversary of Attorney-General, Michael Atkinson, receiving the submission from Tom Easling’s lawyers requesting a Royal Commission into the investigation of Tom Easling and associated matters.
For 12 months the Attorney has been seeking reports, seeking advice, looking into and considering the request- for 12 months!

“The trial of Tom Easling took only 11 weeks but the Attorney-General can’t make a decision in 12 months as to whether a Royal Commission into the Easling matter will be held,” said Iain Evans, Member for Davenport. 

“The whole prosecution case, the whole defence case, the jury’s considerations and their verdict was all done and dusted in weeks but with all the resources of the Government at his disposal the Attorney-General can not make a decision in 12 months,” Mr Evans said.
The Attorney argues that South Australia does not need an Independent Commission Against Corruption but this issue which involves alleged corruption sits on his desk for 12 months without a decision. 

“It could have gone to an ICAC for investigation within hours instead it sat on the Attorney’s desk for 12 months,” Mr Evans said.

What is today’s excuse for the indecision on behalf of the Government to be trotted out by the Attorney-General? Will it be…
“I am still waiting for advice.” -Still?? After 12 months?

“I am still waiting for a report.” -Still?? After 12 months?

“I am still considering the matter.” -Still?? After 12 months?

“I am still looking into it.” -Still?? After 12 months?

Justice delayed is justice denied- is it the intention of the Government to stall making a decision until after the Parliament rises, or so late in the Parliamentary sitting timetable that parliamentary scrutiny of the decision is not possible?

Or is it the intention of the Government simply not to make a decision at all?

“If the Attorney had made a decision after having read the submission and other material available to him the Royal Commission could have been finished by now,” Mr Evans said.’

“Why is the Attorney delaying the decision? Justice delayed is justice denied.”
Tom Easling spent $2 million defending charges against him that were based on a corrupted investigation. The jury acquitted him of all charges.

Within weeks of the call for a Royal Commission into the Easling matter every non-Government MP supported a Royal Commission.

After 12 months what is the Government’s response to the Easling request for a Royal Commission?

· Twelve months later and the Attorney-General still can not decide.

· Cabinet will not take a briefing on the issue from Easling’s lawyers.

· No Minister will take a briefing on the issue from Easling’s lawyers.
· A Minister will not release documents to support what she said in Parliament.

· Ministers will not answer questions on the issue.

· Freedom of Information applications are denied.

· Letters to Ministers are not answered.

· Issues raised are not investigated.

“If the Government is so confident that the process of investigation into Tom Easling was not corrupted why are the stone walling?” Mr Evans said.
· Why can’t the Attorney-General make a decision?


· Why won’t Cabinet take a briefing on the issue from Easling’s lawyers?

· Why won’t any Minister Take a briefing on this issue from Easling’s lawyers?

· Why won’t a Minister release documents to support what she said in Parliament?

· Why won’t Ministers answer questions on the issue?

· Why aren’t Freedom of Information applications approved?

· Why aren’t letters to Ministers answered?

· Why aren’t the issues raised investigated?

Is it the Government’s strategy to delay making a decision for as long as possible in an attempt to deny someone justice?
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