[image: image1.png]|
ol
LIBERAL

SOUTH AUSTRALIA





Rann Government to Release Cabinet Documents but Won’t Release Easling Documents!
The Rann Government’s claim that it seeks to improve openness and accountability by saying it will release Cabinet documents more than 10 years old is laughable when you consider what it actually does in not releasing documents, according to Member for Davenport, Iain Evans.

“Tom Easling, through both me as his local MP and his legal representatives, has been asking the Government to be open and accountable by releasing the documents used by Minister Rankine to accuse Tom Easling of ‘unsavoury’ behaviour”, Mr Evans said.
On the 30th October 2008, Minister Rankine told Parliament:

‘We had people go into that house and find semi-naked boys in his bed’

She continued:

‘If you want me to go into detail – I can. It’s very unsavoury’

Mr Easing was quite rightly outraged by this attack under the ‘Cowards Castle’ of Parliamentary Privilege given he had been to court before a jury, and was acquitted of every charge against him.
“What makes the Minister’s comments so outrageous is that she knew he had been to court and was found not guilty prior to her making her remarks to Parliament”, Mr Evans said.
Mr Easling’s lawyers wrote on the 12th November 2008 asking the Minister to:

· give the details of the circumstances she alleged

· identify to Easling’s legal team the boys claimed to have been found in their client’s bed in a semi-naked state

· identify the occasion they were found and by whom

Mr Easling’s lawyers also sought an explanation as to why these allegations were never put to Mr Easling during the fourteen years he was a foster carer and why, despite these allegations, he remained a registered foster carer.
Further, Easling’s lawyers asked the Minister why the evidence upon which the Minister relied was apparently withheld and not disclosed in answer to subpoenas issues by the Magistrates Court and the Supreme Court in the criminal proceedings.

Mr Easling’s lawyer’s letter states:

‘Prior to the trial, via applications under the Freedom of Information Act, through disclosure by the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions and by production in answer to the subpoenae issued by the Magistrates Court and the Supreme Court, every record kept by the Special Investigation Unit and SA Police in connection with that investigation was produced and examined by us. We are very familiar with that documentation. Nowhere within it can be found any reference to any suggestion by any person ever that semi-naked boys were found in our client’s bed. Needless to say, our client vehemently denies that this ever happened.’
They have had no answer to the letter of the 12th November 2008 from this ‘open and accountable’ Government – 9 Months!!
The lawyers also wrote on the 14th November 2008 asking for the documents on which the Minister relied in making her comments. They have also had no answer to the letter of the 14th November 2008 from this ‘open and accountable’ Government – 9 Months!!.
“I twice put in an FOI application to the Minister seeking the documents on which she relied in making the statement. The response tells me there are 17 documents but they will not release them”, Mr Evans said.
“I twice put in an FOI application to the Department seeking the documents on which the Minister relied in making the allegation. They won’t release the documents.”
“I twice sought a review of the FOI application and they still won’t release the documents.”
“Given the Minister has told the Parliament:


‘If you want me to go into detail I can’
I asked the Minister on the 26th November 2008 if she would release the documents she claimed to have relied upon in making the comments regarding Tom Easling. The Minster replied she was considering it. Well 9 months later she is still considering it!” 

“If they want to be so open and accountable, the Government need to explain why they keep hiding documents that will show if the Minister is telling the truth”, Mr Evans said.
“If you were an open and accountable Government and had documents that could prove the Minister was telling the truth – why wouldn’t you release the documents?”
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