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South Australia- Where Spinning Celebrity is More Important than Delivering Justice
The Premier’s meeting with the ‘the Governator’ says a lot about his State Government. It is now a Government where spinning celebrity is more important than delivering justice, according to Member for Davenport, Iain Evans.

Mr Rann is happy to travel to the USA to meet ‘the Governator’- Governor of California, Arnold Schwarzenegger- in order to spin a headline but neither he, nor any one of his Ministers, will meet with their local tax payer and their public servant, Tom Easling, to talk about justice, how the Rann Government has mistreated him and what they intend to do about it.
All Cabinet Ministers have been offered a briefing on the Easling matter and not one of them has accepted.
Tom Easling was charged with 20 counts of sexual abuse and was acquitted on all charges by a jury. 

“The investigation conducted into Easling was a disgrace,” Mr Evans said.

Of course, meeting with Mr Easling won’t link the Premier to a celebrity to spin for media purposes but it would link him to someone who suffered a corrupted investigation at the hands of one of his Government’s departments- the Department of Families and Communities.

“Spinning celebrity should not be more important than delivering justice,” Mr Evans said.

If Mr Rann was willing to meet with his local tax payer and his public servant, Tom Easling, he would be able to answer a few questions that are the subject of allegations made in Parliament about what his Government did to Tom Easling-
· Why did Rann Government investigators shred evidence of interviews?

· Why did Rann Government investigators pay cash and arrange gifts and benefits to witnesses, who then changed their testimonies?
· Why did Rann Government investigators interview witnesses off tape for up to one and a half hours? Were they witness coaching?

· Why did no one from the Rann Government investigate the leak to the media of Mr Easling’s arrest? (He was arrested at 6.30am but his arrest was already on the front page of that day’s Advertiser.)

· Why didn’t the Rann Government release all the documents that were subpoenaed?

· When documents were not released and were then subpoenaed a second time, why did the Rann Government still not release them?

· Why did the Rann Government refuse to allow boys who were under the guardianship of the Minister, and who wanted to give statements in support of Easling, the permission to do so?

· Did Rann Government public servants pressure employers of friends of Easling who were also potential witnesses in an attempt to have them not attend court or be sacked if they did?

· Did the Rann Government investigators impersonate police to gain access to information they were not entitled to? (This is currently subject to a police investigation.)


· Will the Rann Government establish a Royal Commission-type Inquiry into the Easling matter?


· Why won’t Mr Rann and his Minister agree to meet for a briefing with Tom Easling and his lawyers?


· Why won’t the Rann Government answer any questions regarding the Easling matter?

“The Rann Government needs to get its priorities straight. Spinning celebrity should not be more important than delivering justice,” Mr Evans said.

“Mr Rann is happy to travel days to meet with ‘the Governator’ on the other side of the world but will not spend 30 minutes with his local tax payer and his public servant.”
“Why are celebrities more important than locals? Surely not headlines!” said Mr Evans.
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