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Spot the Difference?
Journalists at The Australian are tipped off about an imminent arrest in Victoria and report the arrest on the same day it is set to occur. The leak to the media is immediately investigated. 
Four people, including one who was charged with an act in preparation for or planning a terrorist act were arrested in Melbourne on Monday, 4th August 2009. It was reported on the front page of The Australian on the same day.
The Advertiser is tipped off about an imminent arrest in South Australia and reports the arrest on the same day it is set to occur. The leak to the media is not investigated. 

Tom Easling was arrest of the 31st July 2004 and it was reported on the front page of The Advertiser on that day. If Mr Easling had woken at 6am instead of 6.30am when the police knocked on his door he would have been able to read of his own arrest.

The Victorian Government are so concerned about the recent media tip off it is conducting an immediate investigation.

The South Australian Government was so concerned about the media tip off in the Easling matter that it did absolutely nothing.
It is not as if the South Australian Government did not have some obvious places to start asking questions about the leak to the media about Mr Easling’s arrest.

1. Grant Stevens from SAPOL gave an ABC radio interview on the 13th August 2004, two weeks after Mr Easling’s arrest, and said in regards to the Easing tip off-

‘My understanding is that the information that was reported by The Advertiser actually came from people who had involvement with the investigation from outside of the police- people associated with victims, family members of victims.’

How did police know this? Why weren’t the police asked how they knew this?
2. In the same interview, Matthew Abraham refers to an email-

‘Like this mass arrest, a six o’clock raid in the morning, again the media was well aware of that. I had an email in my box letting us know about it.’
3. In a letter the then Police Minister confirms-

‘However, the Acting Commissioner informs me that members of the Department of Families and Communities were advised of the intended arrest date and time to facilitate a necessary response within their department.

SAPOL is not prepared to supply the name and title of South Australia Police personnel or the particulars of those persons within the Department for Families and Communities who were aware of the date and time of Mr Easling’s arrest.’
These names could have been given to any investigation into the leak.

4. Families and Communities Special Investigations Unit’s officers had a diary note eight days before Mr Easling’s arrest referring to a media plan regarding the arrest of Tom Easling.
5. One of the investigators into the Easling matter was told of Easling’s imminent arrest on the 28th July 2004- three days before his arrest.
“Releasing Tom Easling’s name to the media is an offence under the Act. The leaking of any arrest details put both the police officers and the arrest itself at risk,” said Iain Evans, Member for Davenport.

“It is interesting that no investigation of the leak to the media has been sought by anyone except Mr Easling and his supporters- why wasn’t there an investigation?”
“Not one Government authority did anything- why not?”
“The Attorney-General was so concerned that he did what? Nothing?” Mr Evans said.
The South Australian Government keeps saying that we do not need an Independent Commission Against Corruption in South Australia because the current authorities are adequate.

So, the Government then need to explain

1. Why no one in any of the existing authorities investigated the leak of Mr Easling’s arrest to the media?

2. Why the Attorney-General who said on ABC Radio on the 11th August 2008,

‘I should add though that one of the worst things about the Easling case, as I see it, is the way it was leaked to the media that he was arrested… Channel Seven were there, The Advertiser, which was wrapped up in plastic on Mr Easling’s front garden, contained news of his arrest, so he would have known about it if he’d gone out at two o’clock in the morning and opened it…I think this is really the misuse of public information…’

did not request an investigation?
The Government argument that the existing authorities cover the issue of corruption adequately is wrong.

The Easling matter shows why South Australia needs an Independent Commission Against Corruption.

This Government’s approach to the establishment of an Independent Commission Against Corruption is starting to sound like a former Queensland Premier who did support the need for an ICAC in Queensland. 

‘Now don’t you worry about that!’ – the problem is we should be!
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