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Queensland Corruption Finding Supports Need for Easling Inquiry
The latest findings of corruption in the Queensland Police Service supports the need for a Royal Commission into the Easling investigation by the Special Investigation Unit (SIU) from the Department of Families and Communities, according to Member for Davenport, Iain Evans.
The latest Crime and Misconduct Commission (CMC) Inquiry into the Queensland Police Service, which found improper and corrupt behaviour, demonstrates why the Easling matter should be thoroughly investigated.
“My attempts to raise the issues of alleged improper conduct and corruption in the Easling matter by the SIU have been met with silence from the Government,” Mr Evans said.

“For over a year now I have been raising issues of alleged misconduct and corruption in the Easling matter by the SIU and the Government simply have not responded.”
CMC Chairman Mr Robert Needham has pointed to some mid ranking officers in the Queensland Police Force who have turned a blind eye or encouraged improper conduct and corruption.

“The lessons out of Queensland cannot be ignored. If Governments turn a blind eye to misconduct and corrupt behaviour then it will flourish and the justice system will be undermined and weakened,” Mr Evans said.

The CMC found that,
· The Police broke the law and snubbed community standards to get its man.


· There was ‘noble corruption’ where police were willing to break the law in order to keep it.
CMC Chairman, Mr Robert Needham is reported in The Australian (23/07/09) as saying,
· Standards have slipped with the passing of time since the Fitzgerald Inquiry


· It is concerning that 20 years on the lessons from the Fitzgerald Inquiry are gradually being diminished and forgotten and that it is the roll of the CMC, to be constantly vigilant and be constantly watching the Queensland Police Service to ensure that when this sort of slippage or incremented relaxation of ethical standards does occur that we’re on top of it and that we are doing something about it.

The South Australian Government needs to explain who is responsible for ensuring that ethical standards are maintained in regards to the SIU in the Department of Families and Communities and that ethical standards were maintained at all times during the Easling investigation.

Mr Needham is also reported as saying

· The most concerning aspect of the report is that middle ranking officers ‘actively encourage or turned a blind eye’ to improper conduct. They can not just blindly trust their subordinates to do the right thing.

“The Government of South Australia cannot simply turn a blind eye to the Easling matter,” Mr Evans said.

“The allegations about the investigation into the Tom Easling matter, by the Special Investigations Unit of the Department of Families and Communities, are very serious and deserve the same level of scrutiny as the Queensland Police- why should they get less scrutiny?”
Allegations that have been raised in Parliament about the Easling investigation include:

· No notes were taken of some interviews.
· Notes were taken of other interviews and could not be used as evidence in court as the notes were shredded.

· Interviews were conducted without being tape recorded or with only parts of the interviews being recorded.

· The interview and investigation techniques lead to contamination of evidence and serious concerns of witnesses being coached.

· Witnesses received gifts and benefits and then changed their stories.
· Not all subpoenaed documents were released by the government.

· Investigators impersonated police to get access to files that they were not entitled to. (This matter is currently under police investigation)
· The media were tipped off about and were present at the 6:30am arrest of Easling at his home. It was already on the front page of that days Advertiser.
· Pressure was applied to friends of Easling’s not to attend his court hearing

“If the South Australian Government does not set up an Inquiry with the powers of a Royal Commission into the Easling matter they are effectively turning a blind eye to the allegations of improper conduct and corruption,” Mr Evans said.

“Everyone points the fingers at Queensland and criticises the level of corruption found there but at least they have a Government with the guts to investigate it!”
“If the Easling matter had occurred in Queensland it would have been investigated by the Queensland Crime and Misconduct Commission.”

“Why won’t the Rann Government have the alleged improper conduct and corruption independently investigated? The question remains- are they turning a blind eye?”
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