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THE GOVERNMENT CAN’T RUN AND HIDE

8 Months of Silence on Easling
It’s been 8 months since Attorney-General Michael Atkinson received a submission from Tom Easling’s Lawyers requesting a Royal Commission into the Easling matter – 8 months.
It’s been 8 months since the Liberal Party announced as policy its support for a Royal Commission into the Department of Families and Communities Special Investigation Unit investigation into Tom Easling and Associated matters.

It’s been 8 months of silence from the government.

“The government can’t run and hide or blame someone else” said Iain Evans, Shadow Minister for Families and Communities. 
“This is a government problem. The investigation was conducted by government investigators on behalf of a government department”.

The manner in which the investigation into Tom Easling was conducted undermines the whole child protection system.

“You can only properly protect children if investigations into alleged abuse can withstand high levels of scrutiny”, Mr Evans said.
“The way the investigation into Easling was conducted was a disgrace”.

Allegations that have been raised in Parliament about the Easling investigation include:

· No notes were taken of some interviews

· Notes were taken of other interviews and could not be used as evidence in court as the notes were shredded.

· Interviews were conducted without being tape recorded or with only parts of the interviews being recorded.

· The interview and investigation techniques lead to contamination of evidence and serious concerns of witnesses being coached.

· Witnesses received gifts and benefits.

· Not all subpoenaed documents were released by the government.

· Investigators impersonated police to get access to files.

· The media were tipped off about and were present at the 6:30am arrest of Easling at his home. It was already the front page of that days Advertiser.
“A simple question to the government – Is this style of investigation acceptable to the government?” Mr Evans asks. 

“If it is, why is it?”

“If it’s not, what is the government going to do about it?”

The government can’t run and hide.

After 8 months of silence it’s time for the government to commit to a Royal Commission into the Easling matter.

Invitation to all Journalists and Media outlet staff:

A briefing on the Easling matter will be given by Lindy Powell QC and David Edwardson QC both of Bar Chambers and Matt Selley of Iles Selley on Monday 27th April 2009.
Time: 4:30 – 6:00pm (arrive at 4:20pm to allow time to get through security).

Venue: Balcony Room, Parliament House (enter via Centre Hall).
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