Litter Laws are Rubbish!
The State’s litter laws are rubbish.

While South Australia has traditionally had lower levels of litter than any other State because our Container Deposit Legislation has been so successful- we still have significant amounts of litter.

Yet in any one year only around 150 litter fines are issued for the whole of South Australia!

In the most recent year only 212 fines were issued with around 75 of these being issued to hoon drivers for laying rubber on the roads! So the number of traditional litter fines totals around 150 per year.
There are over five million cigarette butts in the South Australian litter stream each year – yet we issue just 150 fines! It’s Pathetic.

Cast our eyes interstate and we see that Victoria issues over 22,000 litter fines a year.

150 versus 22,000- something is wrong- seriously wrong.

While we would like to believe that South Australians are less likely to litter than Victorians that does not explain the huge difference.

Frankly our litter laws are rubbish!

I will be introducing a Private Member’s Bill to Parliament based on the Liberal Party policy at the 2006 election. It will address the following issues:

The fine under the current Act is $315 and is too big. Many council officers won’t issue such a large fine for littering with small objects like bus tickets or ATM receipts.
I propose that the fines be tiered. Littering with small items like bus tickets gets a fine of say, $100, other littering $200, and for aggravated litter that can hurt people- like broken bottles, needles or lit cigarette butts- the $315 fine remains.

This tiered system works very well in other States.

Victoria has a good community littering prevention program where citizens can report others for littering- yes, a dob-in-a-litterer scheme. It’s a great success.

Of the 28,000 expiation notices issued in Victoria 22,000 per year are paid- a 75 per cent strike rate. The scheme is simple. Citizens report cases of littering to the authorities who issue an expiation notice. This works well for littering from vehicles, like cars and boats, and like speeding fines people can indicate who else is responsible for the litter, if it’s not them.

The community have accepted this program with enthusiasm with paid fines in Victoria growing from 8142 (in 2001/2002) to over 22,000 (in 2007-2008).

South Australia has just 150.

My Bill introduces this program to South Australia.

Other forms of littering need to be addressed. Chewing gum will be defined as litter. Councils spend hundreds of thousands of dollars paying to clean up chewing gum- litterers will pay under my Bill.
Posters stuck on stobie poles and fences advertising the upcoming events become litter and will be fined.

As police and councils have been so reluctant to issue fines more agencies will be given the power to issue fines, including KESAB itself.

KESAB which has over 100,000 volunteers contributing $40 million worth of time annually has been lobbying the government for years for the government to enforce litter control measures more strongly. 

The Government have ignored them.

Litter is ugly, preventable and causes damage to our environment. We should not tolerate it. My Bill seeks to modernise our litter laws.
Our litter laws are rubbish.
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