

Evans calls for Independent Royal Commission Inquiry into Easling Matter
Tom Easling’s Local MP Iain Evans has called for an independent inquiry into all matters relating to his investigation, arrest and court case.

The inquiry must have the widest possible terms of reference and be either an independent judicial inquiry with the powers of a Royal Commission, or a Royal Commission.

Mr Easling was arrested by police in a dawn raid in July 2004. The media had been tipped off- TV media were there to film the arrest, The Advertiser had it on the front page that day. Mr Easling was charged with 18 counts relating to sexual abuse and paedophilia. It cost $1.9 million. He was acquitted on all counts by the jury. 

“The investigation of Mr Easling's case and the way it progressed is a matter of grave concern for all South Australians and should not be allowed to go untested by an independent investigation,” Mr Evans said.

The manner in which the Easling matter was conducted undermines the whole justice system in South Australia. It would be dangerous to a fair society to leave this matter alone and not make it subject to an independent investigation.

South Australia’s justice system needs to be fair and Mr Easling’s case was not handled properly or fairly. The Easling matter cannot be swept under the carpet. It needs to be a full and frank independent investigation.

The Special Investigations Unit of the Department of Families and Communities needs to explain its investigation and action.

On the 17th June on the 7.30 Report Minister Jay Weatherill stated,

“Look I don’t want to comment on Mr Easling or his case at all but I don’t accept his criticisms of the Special Investigations Unit. I have confidence in the work they are doing.”

He went on to say,

“It’s just a question of getting the best possible people and having the strictest possible processes. I am very confident we have the balance right with the Special Investigations Unit.”

I question the Minister’s statement. Any reading of the material associated with this case would raise the most serious concerns.
“I agree with Mr Easling when he argues that his case shows why we need a commission against corruption in South Australia, and as one does not exist, I support in the strongest possible terms the establishment of an independent inquiry,” Mr Evans said. 
In Mr Easling’s open letter to the Premier yesterday, he raises serious concerns about his case. The way the Easling matter was conducted is unsafe for the South Australian Community.

“Tom Easling is right to call for Royal Commission-style inquiry into his treatment. I strongly support his call and call on the Government to establish an inquiry immediately,” Mr Evans said.
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