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An embarrassing day for the Rann Government
The Rann Government embarrassed itself today when one Minister didn’t answer questions and the one who did got it wrong.
The embarrassment was caused when Shadow Minister for Families and Communities Iain Evans questioned the Rann Government on circumstances relating to the Tom Easling investigation.

Minister for Families and Communities Jennifer Rankine was asked in Parliament today did she stand by her statement to Parliament that ‘we had people going into that house and finding semi-naked boys in his bed’?
Minster Rankine replied she stood by a different statement. Why wouldn’t Minister Rankine say that she would stand by her original statement?
When asked why she would not stand by her original statement the Attorney-General shielded her by attempting to answer the question.

The Attorney-General also shielded Minister Rankine from another question regarding the accuracy of her summary of information regarding Tom Easling.

Why is the Attorney-General shielding Minister Rankine from simple questions relating to the accuracy of her statements to Parliament? Why won’t Minister Rankine answer questions for herself?
In attempting to shield the Minister the accident prone Attorney-General got it wrong.

The Attorney-General claimed I had never mentioned that the 18 counts in the Easling matter were resolved, twelve counts by unanimous verdict and six counts by majority verdict. 
Unfortunately for the Attorney-General I had given a speech in Parliament saying just that on 11 September 2008.

The Attorney-General had to apologise to Parliament for getting it wrong. 

In a doubly embarrassing day for the Rann Government they had a Minister not answering questions, an Attorney-General getting his answers wrong and then having to apologise to Parliament.

It was an embarrassing day at the office for Minister Rankine who didn’t answer the questions and the Attorney-General who did and had to apologise.
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