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Rankine Won’t Release Easling Documents
The Minister for Families and Communities, Jennifer Rankine, has failed to release documents she claims she used to answer questions about Tom Easling in the Parliament last month.
On Friday November 14th Minister Rankine told the Independent Weekly that 

‘she had relied on documentation provided by the Department’s Special Investigations Unit.’

Mr Easling’s lawyers immediately wrote to Minister Rankine seeking a copy of the documents by close of business Tuesday 18th November. (See letter attached)

Mr Easling’s lawyers have previously written to the Minister vehemently denying her claim and advising her that during the whole of the investigation and trial process they were not given any document that supports the Minister’s allegation.

The Minister needs to explain why she will not release the documents she relied upon.
The Government’s Charter of Citizens Rights to Information commits the Government to 

‘Attaining the highest standards of openness and accountability’

and sets out that citizens 

‘Have the right to access documents and records about yourself’.

It also commits the Government to treat citizens ‘fairly and courteously’ and to ‘give you prompt and helpful assistance’.

The Minister has made a very serious allegation against Mr Easling under Parliamentary Privilege. 

Surely Mr Easling deserves to see the documents the Minister has based her comments on?

If the Minister can not prove her claim she must resign.
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