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MALLARD MISCONDUCT FINDINGS REINFORCE NEED FOR EASLING INQUIRY
Just as Andrew Mallard deserved an Inquiry- so does Tom Easling.

The key findings of the Western Australian Corruption and Crime Commission Inquiry into the wrongful conviction of Andrew Mallard reinforce the need for an ICAC in South Australia and for a Royal Commission-type Inquiry into the Easling matter.
The WA Corruption and Crime Commission made findings that disciplinary actions should be considered against the Assistant Police Commissioners and also against the Director of Legal Services in the DPP office. Numerous findings of misconduct were found over the wrongful murder conviction of Andrew Mallard.

Mallard was wrongfully imprisoned for 12 years.

The findings reinforce the need for an Independent Commission Against Corruption to be established in South Australia. It is a good example of an ICAC at work.

Importantly the Mallard findings also reinforce the need for an Inquiry into the Easling matter. As the Mallard case shows investigations can go horribly wrong and can have a devastating impact on people’s lives.

There are some striking similarities between the irregularities of the Mallard investigation and the Easling investigation, such as witnesses changing stories and the accuracy of investigator’s running sheets being questioned.

The Mallard findings show what happens if poor investigations like Easling’s are not questioned- poor investigative practise blossoms and the justice system is undermined.

Just as Mallard deserved an Inquiry- so does Tom Easling.

Poor investigations like Mallard’s and Easling’s undermine the justice system and make it unsafe- as both men well know.
The Government should act now and establish a Royal Commission-type Inquiry into the Easling matter.
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