


Does a Sexual Offences Investigations Protocol exist in The Department of Families and Communities or not?
Minister for Families and Communities, Jennifer Rankine, needs to confirm whether her Department has recognised protocol as to how to go about investigating sexual offences in South Australia or not.
Recent media reports have cast doubt whether such a protocol exists in the Department of Families and Communities.

“The public are confused. Does one exist in the Department or not? The Minister should move to end the confusion today,” Mr Evans said.

Further, the Minister should clarify when the protocol commenced operation and whether there was any protocol in place in her Department when the investigation into Tom Easling began.
The former Liberal Government established and adopted an ‘Inter-agency Code of Practice – Interviewing of Children and Caregivers (Child Abuse and Neglect).’ This was signed by the then Attorney-General (Griffin), the then Minister for Human Services (Brown) and the then Minister for Police (Brokenshire).
It was also signed-off by Commissioner of Police, Mr Hyde, the then Crown Solicitor, the then Chief Executive of the Department of Human Services and the then Director of Public Prosecutions.

“As the Minister responsible for children in care, Minister Rankine needs to confirm whether a protocol exists or not,” Mr Evans said.

“If one does exist, has it been in existence for all of the period from March 2002 until now- for all of the time of the Rann Government?”

“If one does not exist, when did the protocol cease to exist?”

“If a protocol does exist I would ask the Minister to publicly release it,” Mr Evans said.
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