Why mine Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary?
Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary is under threat from a proposed uranium mine. 

The winner of the 2005 and 2006 South Australian Tourism Awards and the 2006 award for Sustainable Tourism is now a possible uranium mine, despite its heritage listing.

The Rann Labor Government has issued mining exploration licenses to Marathon Resources so they can drill for uranium with a view to establishing a uranium mine within the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

Exploration drilling is occurring in Arkaroola today and it has been happening for months.

Some 660 kilometres from Adelaide, Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary was founded by Dr Reg Sprigg and wife Griselda in 1968. It is now run by their children Doug and Margie Sprigg.

As a geologist, Reg Sprigg worked and studied under Sir Douglas Mawson at Arkaroola and recognised the significance of Mount Gee and Mount Painter, which are the heart of Arkaroola.  The mine will be under Mount Gee adjacent to Mount Painter.

Reg Sprigg helped established mining companies like SANTOS and Geosurveys but despite their pro mining background, Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary was established because the Spriggs believed that the area was too important to mine.
Geologists from all over the world come to Arkaroola to study it. Geology students (local and overseas) are taken there to complete their study. The area is described as a ‘veritable museum of mineral and geographical treasures’ – such is the diversity of its riches.

In my former role as Environment Minister I stopped a proposed mine in the Gammon Ranges. As a result many people have contacted me opposing this proposed mine.
I visited the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary the week after the Federal Election and was shown over the mine area by Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary owner, Doug Sprigg as well as Marathon Resources representatives.

To be fair to Marathon Resources, they would argue that they are in the early stages of the process and many questions are yet to be answered. Currently they are waiting for completion of studies like Environment Impact Statements, and studies into how and where to process the ore. They would argue the mine may not proceed, but with Labor’s backing it will.
By issuing exploration licenses to Marathon Resources, it is clear the government supports the mining of the sanctuary. Dr John Santich, Marathon Resources’ Executive Director claims that Marathon Resources “have essentially the approval of the State Government…it’s supported it in every possible way”. 

There are questions the Rann Government must address, access to water being just one. It is reported that Marathon Resources need 2.5 gigalitres of water from the Great Artesian Basin each year. Yet, at the same time the Rann government has told BHP that Roxby Downs can’t have any more water out of the Great Artesian Basin. Therefore one uranium mine can get more water out of the Great Artesian Basin and another can’t?
Even more interesting, is the Minister for Water Security’s comments on December 10, 2007 “The Great Artesian Basin is at its full capacity for extraction at the moment…” and it is “full exploited at this stage”.
Marathon Resources’ access to the Great Artesian Basin needs an explanation from the government. If the Great Artesian Basin is fully exploited why is the government considering further access to it?
While there are other questions about access to power and how and where will the ore be processed, there is a higher order question for the government. Should Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary be mined at all? 
Why mine Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary?
The public may well ask why have a heritage listed Wilderness Sanctuary, if it can be mined?

Labor’s vision for South Australia is confusing. We can’t have a permanent grandstand in the parklands but we can mine a heritage listed wilderness sanctuary.

