VALUE COMMUNITY SERVICE
At this time of the year Community Service Clubs all around South Australia are holding Hand Over Dinners. The outgoing President of the club hands over control of the club to the new President. This tradition in clubs like Apex, Lions, Rotary, Zonta and Soroptimist provides the opportunity for clubs to showcase their service to the community that year. 

All of these clubs belong to successful international Brother and Sister Organisations. Millions of clubs and community spirited people in virtually every country of the world give time to build better communities at home and abroad. 
Rotary, for example, has virtually eradicated the world of Polio – something world governments could not do. 
The Lions club has done brilliant work with Save Sight and Hearing campaigns – Just visit the Hearing Dog Centre at Verdun. 
Apex has coordinated many work teams to underprivileged countries, rebuilding orphanages and schools following natural disasters overseas. Apex also helped to establish Civilian Widows, the Royal Flying Doctors Service and Guide Dogs for the Blind – just to name a few. 

Go and ask Dr. David David of the Australian Craniofacial Unit and he will tell you that no government supported his work initially so he instead got the Salisbury Apex Club to raise $750,000 in the 1980’s to kick start Craniofacial Surgery. A great example of community spirit at work.
At the local level these clubs do great work. There is no better example that at the Blackwood Lions Club Hand Over this week where young Thomas Schmidt was given equipment to help him overcome an auditory processing problem – School and life has just got that little bit easier. 
Community spirit through community service is there, but is it reported?

When was the last time any mainstream media outlet provided regular positive reports on community service? Community service is now characterised as something you do to repay speeding, drunk driving or a minor offence - You get so many hours of community service. Is community service now portrayed as a penalty? 

Interstate Universities are now saying students must volunteer a set number of hours to get their degree – Compulsory volunteering? Really?

The Advertiser would do a great service by dedicating more regular space to the reporting of the positives of community service.

Community service and Community spirit are alive but are under attack from time pressures on family and ever growing government (at all levels) doing more and more. 
There is an important role for communities helping themselves to resolve problems, to form groups, to work in teams and provide solutions. This builds community and it underpins the fabric of society. It develops community skills and allows neighbours to get to know and trust each other.

One of the great tragedies of our urban society is that we are having more isolated people in an increasing population base. It is a tragedy that twins died in Queensland because no one said anything, but it is an indication of modern urban society. Neighbours need to reintroduce themselves. 
We need a state wide ‘Good Neighbours Day’. Pick a Sunday, close the streets or hire the local park. Invite all your neighbours in and say “G’Day”. Get to know them. Blackwood Neighbourhood Watch already do this and it is a great success.

Society should value community service as it builds better citizens, stronger neighbourhoods and caring communities. Media and government have a role to play in promoting the positives of community service. 
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5 Break out points

· Rotary has virtually eradicated the world of Polio – something world governments could not do. 
· The Lions club has done brilliant work with Save Sight and Hearing campaigns – Just visit the Hearing Dog Centre at Verdun. 
· Apex gave raise $750,000 in the 1980’s to kick start Craniofacial Surgery and also helped to establish Civilian Widows, the Royal Flying Doctors Service and Guide Dogs for the Blind – just to name a few. 

· Neighbours need to reintroduce themselves. 

· Society should value community service as it builds better citizens, stronger neighbourhoods and caring communities.
