The late Major Peter Badcoe was the last South Australian to be awarded the Victoria Cross, our nation’s highest wartime honour for valour in the face of the enemy.
That medal and Peter Badcoe’s personal collection are today at risk of being lost overseas if we don’t act quickly.
Major Badcoe was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross in Vietnam in 1967.  He was a war hero... a boy from suburban Malvern who was schooled at the Adelaide Technical College and, as a man, made the ultimate sacrifice.
Today his name is on a medal of its own – the Peter Badcoe VC Medal awarded on the Anzac Day weekend AFL match at AAMI Stadium to the player whose conduct and play best exemplify the Anzac spirit – skill, courage in adversity, self-sacrifice, teamwork and fair play.
Last month’s winner was Kane Cornes, who joined his brother Chad and several other Port Adelaide players as winners of the Peter Badcoe VC Medal, donated by the South Australian Returned Services League (RSL).
The Major Peter Badcoe VC Medal is forever South Australian.

Now we as a community can ensure that Major Badcoe’s Victoria Cross also is forever South Australian, is in public hands and not lost to a private collector here or overseas.
Major Badcoe’s Victoria Cross and a host of other bravery awards and fascinating handwritten letters, photographs and voice tapes will today be auctioned in Sydney.
The South Australian or Australian Government must bid on our behalf for this unique collection and it put it on public display in either the Australian War Memorial or here in Adelaide.

By securing the Badcoe collection, we honour the man and all those who fought in Vietnam.

There is a great danger that an overseas private collector will buy the Badcoe collection.  Medals, like the Victoria Cross, awarded posthumously are not restricted to sale within Australia.  There is also the danger an Australian private collector may purchase the collection and not put them on public display.
Peter Badcoe was born Peter Badcock in Adelaide in 1934.  He went to the Adelaide Technical College and in 1950 joined the Australian Army.  He married Denise McMahon in 1956, when she was just 17 years of age, and they had three daughters.  In 1961, he changed his name to Badcoe.
In 1966, he was promoted to Provisional Major and posted to Vietnam with the Australian Army Training Team.  Here he was placed in charge of a reaction company, made up predominately of South Vietnamese, whose job it was to counter Viet Cong attacks.

His 12 medals and war record illustrate that he was an inspirational leader who lead from the front.  He showed no fear, often being the point man on the lead platoon.

Then Prime Minister Harold Holt, in a letter to Denise Badcoe, paid tribute to “your husband’s magnificent courage, valour and devotion to duty”.

Colonel Arch Hambler (Jnr), of the US Army, said of Peter:  “He was courageous to an infinite degree, almost fearless.”

While he earned a reputation as a tough, uncompromising and fearless soldier, he was a non-smoking, non-drinking family man.

The 37 letters in the collection are addressed to his ‘darling girls’.  These letters, personal voice tapes and photographs give wonderful insights into Peter Badcoe the man, the war and the conditions faced by him and his men.

Major Badcoe awards were:
· Victoria Cross
· Silver Star with Oak Leaf (US)

· Silver Star (US)

· Cross of Gallantry with Gold Star (South Vietnam)
· Cross of Gallantry with Silver Star (South Vietnam)

· Purple Heart (US)

· Vietnam Campaign Medal with 1960 Bar (South Vietnam)
· Vietnam Medal (Australia)
· Wound Medal (South Vietnam)

· Air Medal (US)

· Air Defence Medal

· Active Service Medal 1945-75 (Australia)

The citation for the Victoria Cross records that Major Badcoe insisted on putting the safety of others ahead of his own.  He repeatedly went to the aid of wounded fellow soldiers and motivated troops to “successfully assault the enemy position and capture it”.
“Major Badcoe’s conspicuous gallantry and leadership on all these occasions was an inspiration to all; each action, ultimately, was successful, due entirely to his efforts, the final one ending in his death.  His valour and leadership were in the best traditions of the military profession and the Australian Regular Army.”
Major Badcoe’s name has been given to a soldiers club in Vietnam, a training block at the Officer Cadet School in Portsea, a Victoria Cross complex for ex-servicemen and women in northern Adelaide and the Peter Badcoe VC Medal in the AFL.  We clearly understand his contribution and appreciate his significance as a great Australian.
Now our State Government has the opportunity – on our behalf – to honour Major Peter Badcoe by securing for our community the unique Badcoe collection.

In so doing, it will honour all our Vietnam veterans and enable current and future generations to better understand this man who rose so valiantly to the challenges of his time.
Vale Peter Badcoe.  Lest we Forget.
