

Evans Welcomes Funding and Timing Commitments on a Feasibility Study into a Freight Rail Bypass
Member for Davenport Iain Evans welcomed the commitment of the Howard Government to fund a $3 million feasibility study into the establishment of a Freight Rail Bypass north of Adelaide.
“Federal Member for Boothby Dr Andrew Southcott and I took this concept up with the Federal Government immediately following the 2004 Glenalta Derailment.  It’s obvious our meetings and discussions with various Federal Ministers have been worthwhile”, Mr Evans said.
“I have been committed to getting a feasibility study undertaken since the 2004 Glenalta derailment.  As Shadow Minister for Transport I ensured that the study was included in the State Liberal Party 2006 Election Policy”, Mr Evans said.
The State Liberal Party again confirmed its commitment to the study when in October 2007 it committed to fund the study on coming to government in 2010.
Mr Evans also welcomed a commitment that the study will commence within 6 months of the November 24 Federal Election, and be completed within 18 months of the Election.  Mr Southcott gave this commitment at a public meeting held last night in Blackwood.

Mr Evans also congratulated the Rail Freight Task Force for its work in developing a detailed report on the proposal of a Northern Bypass.  This report has brought more focus to the issue at the community level and will be a useful starting point for the study.

Mr Evans was disappointed the State Labor Government have not supported the study, but welcomed Federal Labor’s commitment to maintain its ‘me too’ policy tactic and agree to also fund the $3 million study with the same time commitment.
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